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Ash & Alder Newsletter Summer 2  
Welcome back! We hope you all had a fantastic break. If you have any concerns at all, please do not hesitate 

to contact a member of the Reception team. We are happy to help. Every day is planned to help your child 

to achieve, so excellent attendance is vital. Please also ensure that your child has a healthy breakfast e.g. 

cereal, with lots of early nights, to ensure they can concentrate fully and give their best. The focus for this 

half term is ‘Oh the places we’ll go!’ We will be using our knowledge of traditional tales and seeing how we 

can adapt them and create our own stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Reading 

We will be looking at a selection of books 

over the half term which will generate lots 

of recall and language opportunities, 

talking about characters and settings. We 

will read a variety of books in our daily 

story sessions.  

 

Writing 

We will be doing lots of writing inside and 

outside the classroom. We will be focusing 

on writing sentences that can be read by 

ourselves and others. We will be trying 

hard to remember capital letters, finger 

spaces and full stops. We will be using our 

phonic knowledge to help us spell words.  

 

 

White Rose Maths 

This half term we will be consolidating our 

knowledge of numbers to 20. We will be placing 

digit cards in order, saying what one more and 

one less than a number is. We will also be using 

a range of practical methods to understand 

doubling and halving of numbers. We will learn 

about sharing and grouping numbers. The 

children will be given opportunities to recognise 

and make equal groups. For example: can you 

put 3 crackers on each plate or plant 2 flowers 

into each pot? Alongside this we will look at 

counting in 2s and 10s. We will begin to look at 

odd and even numbers. The children will begin 

to understand that some quantities will share 

equally into 2 groups and some won’t.  

 

 

 

Please support your child’s learning by reading 

your child’s reading book with them for 5 

minutes per day. Please sign the planner and 

return to school so that we can change the 

book weekly.  

 

You can also help by assisting children in 

hearing sounds in words and encouraging 

writing for a purpose at home such as a 

shopping list, birthday card or letter. Practise 

letter formation with your child and try to 

get them to write on the line. 

 

Encourage your child to count things at home 

and recognise patterns. For example: In a box 

of 6 eggs there are 6 lots of 1, 3 sets of 2 

and 2 sets of 3. 

 

We will continue to have phonics 

sessions twice a day; one in the 

morning and one in the afternoon.  

 

The phonics lessons will involve 

children blending sounds in words 

together to read the whole word and 

segmenting words in order to write 

them. 

We will also be learning more 

tricky/red words (words which cannot 

be sounded out).  

If you need any support with 

understanding phonics and how to 

support at home, please ask Miss 

Cross or Miss Halliday.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                              

Communication and Language: We will be using our listening, understanding and speaking to answer why and how 

questions. We will use past and present tense correctly when orally retelling stories and events. We will be learning 

lots of new vocabulary from a wide range of stories and our cross curricular learning.  
 

Physical Development: In PE, we will be playing lots of games. We will look at what a healthy and balanced diet is and 

at different food groups. We will learn about the benefits of exercise for our bodies and what exercise we enjoy 

best. We will practise our fine motor skills by trying to control the size of the letters that we write and writing 

them on the line. 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: For the personal, social and emotional aspect of the curriculum, we will 

be looking at what we would like to be/do when we grow up. We will be discussing different careers and people who 

help us. We will be talking about our talents and interests and how sometimes people use their talents for jobs that 

they have when they are older. 

 

Understanding of the World: The main focus for Understanding the World is to explore special places and our 

environment. We will look at physical and human made features in our local environment. We will discuss our homes 

and how houses can be different to one another. We will look at our local environment and compare it with other 

areas in the world. We will discuss how to take care of our environment through methods such as recycling. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: This half term, we will enjoy creating Fathers’ day cards. We will re-create music and 

rhythms from different cultures and make our own music. We will look at our personal features and those of our 

friends to draw portraits.  

 

Things to remember: 
P.E. The school PE kit consists of a red polo t-shirt 

and black bottoms. 

PE will be Monday morning for Ash class and Friday 

for Alder class. The kit may be taken home to be 

washed at the end of the day. 

Please put names in all items of clothing: jumpers, 

shirts, trousers, socks, shoes etc. 

 

Reading books and planners should be brought to 

school in bookbags each day. 

Homework is sent on Friday– to be completed and brought 

back to school by the following Wednesday.  

 

Any questions, please see Miss Cross and Miss 

Halliday 

 

 

 

w/c 5.7.21 - End of year reports 

sent home 

 

12.7.21 – Transition Day 

 

19.7.21 – Optional parents’ evening 

(reports) 

 

21.7.21 – School closes for the 

summer holidays 

 

   

 


