
Maple Newsletter Autumn 2020 
We hope you have had a wonderful summer holiday.  We are so happy to welcome you back. We thank 

you all for preparing your child to come back to school, after such a long period at home.  The whole 

class are settling in well and enjoying their learning challenges. Also, they look very smart in their new 

uniforms. We look forward to a successful 2020-21 and thank you in advance for your continued support 

and encouragement.  

Writing:  

This half term in Literacy, we are going to be looking at 

the book ‘’Running on the Roof of the World’ by Jess 

Butterworth. We are going to use these texts to help us 

write a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts including: 

character descriptions, persuasive leaflets and                

newspaper reports. We will also be having weekly            

extended writing, spellings, grammar, reading           

comprehension homework, read and discover and  

guided reading. 

Reading:  

Every child needs to be reading at home every day.  

The best help you can give your child is to listen to 

them read daily.  It is important to stop them regularly, 

to check their understanding. What are the characters 

thinking/feeling?  How do they know?  Look at the   

layout of each page and how photos/diagrams in the 

text are used and ask your child questions about these 

aspects.  Ask your child to really explain their answers 

using a ‘because’, if necessary.  

In Mathematics, the children will be working on 
groups of objectives linked to the following 
strands of Maths throughout the year: 

 Number and Place Value 

 Addition and Subtraction 

 Multiplication and Division 

 Fractions and Decimals 

 Measurement 

 Geometry (Shape and Space) 

 Statistics (Data Handling) 

This half term, all pupils in Year 5 will be looking at            
Number and Place Value.  

Homework Maths homework will be set using 
Mathletics on a weekly basis. If your child re-
quires computer access in school time, please 
let us know. Timetables will continue to also 
be a key focus and you can help your child by 
practising these with them too.  

This half term in Science we will be focusing on all things space! We be looking at the                

Solar System and how the Sun is at the centre of it all. We will be looking at the different 

planets we have in our Solar System and identifying the characteristics such as climate and 

moons. After this, we will look at why we have day and night as well as time zones and our 

moon. There will be lots of fun activities and experiments taking place including building 

our own model Solar Systems out of fruit! 

Key Vocabulary:    moon, planet, Solar System, axis, Sun, Earth, day, night, time zone 



Oher subjects: 

 

Curriculum— This half term we will be learning all about mountains: how they are formed and some of the characteristics of 
mountains. We will also be using an atlas to try and locate some of the world’s (as well as the United Kingdom’s) mountain   
ranges. 

 
PE – This half term in PE will be looking at Athletics and the different events that can take place. We will be discussing heart rate 
and the importance of stretching and cooling down as well.   

PSHE-  This half term we will be focusing on a book called ‘Here We Are’. It looks at the planet as a whole and how we are all 
different yet the same.  

Languages–  This half term we are lucky to have Miss Padgett from Trinity Halifax coming to teach us some Spanish lessons. 

Things to remember: 

 Monday: Mathletics homework 
set 

 Friday: Comprehension and  
Curriculum homework set 

 Everyday: Reading Book  
                Reading Record 
                Planner 
 PE kits are needed every Friday. 
Weekly Homework: 

  Daily reading (15 mins) 

  Reading comprehension (Tues) 

   Curriculum Homework (Weds) 

  Spellings 

  Mathletics  (Monday) 

 Jeans for Genes Day - 
18th September.  

 Recycling Week – W/C – 
21st September  

 Anti-Bullying Week – W/C -
28th September  

 National Poetry Day – 1st October  
 Walk to School Week – W/C – 

5th October  
 Black History Month – W/C – 

12th October  
 Flu Immunisations – Tuesday, 

13th October  
 Break up – Friday, 16th October  
 School opens again – Tuesday, 

3rd November  

Uniform- Thank you for ensuring your child has the correct school uniform - they 

look very smart.  Thank you also for your support in ensuring that make-up,        

jewellery, fake tan and nail varnish is not worn for school. Small ear studs are per-

mitted. Dyed hair and tramline hairstyles are not permitted. 



 

Science: Out of This World!  

In this topic, children learn about space. Starting with 
the Solar System, they look next at how ideas about 
space have changed over time before they explore 

what causes us to experience night and day on Earth. 

How are mountains formed? 

We will be looking at how mountains are formed using a variety of animations and     
documentaries that explain, noting down the key words and technical language used to 
describe the process. We will then describe and understand key aspects of physical 

geography, including: Identifying, describing and explaining the formation of different 
mountain types. Mountains form over millions of years. They are made when the Earth’s 
tectonic plates push together or move apart. Mountains are also formed when magma 

underneath the Earth’s crust pushes large areas of land upwards. There are five types 
of mountain: fold, fault-block, volcanic, dome and plateau. 

This half term in Curriculum we will be looking at 
marvellous mountains around the world. We will 
be learning how mountains are formed using key 

vocabulary such as fold, volcanic, plateau and 
dome before we look at and compare some of the 
world’s most famous mountains. We will look at 
physical and human features and use a range of 

resources to do this such as atlases and Ordnance 
Survey maps. After this, we will look at comparing 
human and physical characteristics of different 
mountains and look at the different habitats and 

vegetation mountains possess.  

Where are the world’s most famous mountains located? 

 
We will be finding out where in the world the most impressive mountains are located, 
using an atlas and its index. We will locate mighty mountains, such as K2, Ben Nevis, 
Mount Olympus, Ararat, Everest, Kilimanjaro, Kenya, Kosciuszko and Aconcagua and 

ranges, such as the Himalayas, Alps, Andes, Rockies, Karakoram and Pyrenees. 

 

Marvellous 
Mountains! 

What/who lives on mountains? 

 
We will be demonstrating how 
plants grow in vegetation belts, 
which are characterised by   
different temperatures,        
altitudes and other conditions. 
We will use a range of found 
materials, including grass, 
stones, moss, leaves, sticks and 
other found natural items to 
represent these zones. 


